A 2-year-old girl with nephropathic cystinosis was successfully treated with topical cysteamine 05% to one eye. Clearance of crystals from the treated cornea was virtually complete after three months. The possibilities and limitations of this form of treatment are discussed.
Infantile nephropathic cystinosis is an autosomal recessive condition leading to the progressive accumulation of cystine in tissues including the eye.' Characteristic crystal deposition within the cornea and conjunctiva leads to intense photophobia and visual disability. 2 Case report The patient, a 2-year-old girl, had typical ocular signs of nephropathic cystinosis, with severe crystal deposition within the cornea and conjunctiva. The corneal stroma was more deeply involved at the periphery but involved at least the anterior half at the visual axis (Fig 1) . There was intense photophobia. The signs were symmetrical.
Topical 05% cysteamine drops were instilled into the right eye only, hourly during waking hours. Treatment was performed by the patient's mother, who was highly motivated, and compliance was considered to be excellent. After three months the eyes were re-examined by the same observer (NPJ). The crystals were completely cleared from the axis of the right cornea. Clearance was substantial, but not complete, from the peripheral cornea (Fig 2) . The diminution in photophobia during anterior segment photography was obvious. The left cornea was unchanged from its appearance three months previously. Treatment to the left eye has now 
